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Goal Set:
People Answered

The Arnold Area Historical Society’s goal of  100 peo-

ple (families, AHS classes) each choosing to give $1,000 

or more to support our Cornerstone Museum has been 

achieved! We are actually at #105 and have received 

news that a few more are on the way. To date, we have 

raised over $310,000 in our efforts to restore the old Ar-

chie’s building and create a lasting legacy to share the 

ongoing story of  Arnold, its people, and the fortitude 

that has kept our rural town strong and thriving. 

The interior brick work is complete except for the 

double-door opening on the NW corner and the exte-

rior west wall was rebuilt brick by brick. Soon the raf-

ters will be cleaned and the window openings covered 

with tin so some other interior work can be completed 

in the bathroom/utility room areas. Once the exterior 

brick work on the north and east side is completed in 

the spring and summer, new windows and doors can 

be installed. Our dream is to have the building fin-

ished before Alumni 2027, but it will be dependent on 

the generous giving of  those who love Arnold and val-

ue preserving our history. We continue to seek funding 

sources and welcome donations of  any size. 

School Board Working to Cut 
Costs On Proposed Facility

Arnold School Board 

Members met in special 

session last Tuesday, Feb-

ruary 17. The purpose of  

the meeting was a work-

shop to discuss the pro-

posed facility layout. All 

board members – Duane 

Bowers, Jen Dalrymple, 

Justin Strasburg, Merle 

Bierman, Joe Cool and 

Shane Cool – were present 

at this meeting as well as 

Superintendent Joel Mor-

gan and Michelle Preston.

The latest design, “Op-

tion F,”  was presented to 

the public on September 

4, 2025. Board members 

have since been working 

along with Jacob Sertich, 

Managing Architect of  

Wilkins, to improve the 

flow and better utilize 

the square footage of  the 

proposed facility and to 

cut costs. At this meet-

ing, board members spent 

an hour discussing main 

issues such as parking, 

drainage, the best loca-

tion for the entrance, and 

placement for areas that 

are used by both the ele-

mentary and high school, 

such as the library, music 

room, gymnasium, spe-

cial services, and adminis-

trators’ offices. Members 

discussed likes/dislikes 

of  other school facilities 

that they have toured or 

have visited recently.  By 

the end of  the hour, they 

had created a visual plan 

to send off  to Sertich with 

hopes of  receiving an up-

dated floor plan by the 

March 10 meeting.

The second half  of  the 

meeting was spent go-

ing over the itemized list 

and estimates received 

from Austin Larson, Con-

struction Operations Di-

rector/Estimator with 

BD Construction Inc. In 

discussion, they all were 

in agreement to save on 

manager fees and over-

head by having the old 

high school torn down 

at a later time by a local 

contractor. Removing the 

playground and building 

a new playground would 

also not be a part of  the 

BD portion of  the project. 

Bowers said he would like 

to incorporate parts of  

or a piece of  the old high 

school into the new build. 

One board member stat-

ed the overall cost is still 

high and that at the end 

of  the day, it’s just a metal 

building with other mem-

bers in agreement. 

The board is now con-

sidering a 15 year bond, 

which would save quite a 

bit on interest compared 

to the 20 year bond pre-

sented back in Septem-

ber. The down payment 

amount and the amount 

to be financed will be cal-

culated once the updated 

designs are received by 

the board.

Joe Cool and Merle Bi-

erman filed for re-elec-

tion on the Arnold School 

Board by the incumbent 

deadline of  February 17. 

Incumbent Jen Dalry-

mple did not refile. All 

non-incumbents have un-

Two File for Re-election on School Board

A fast-moving storm dropped about 8 inches of snow on the area on Thursday, February 19, prompting Village 

employees Eric Holmberg (operating the Bobcat) and Tory Edwards (in the loader) to get out the snow removal 

equipment for the Àrst time in the 2025/2026 winter season. The storm gave Holmberg the chance to use the Vil-
lage’s new snow pusher attachment. “(The pusher) free-Áoats, and it’s making it a lot easier to clean the alleys 
and pile snow,” he said, adding that the snow started melting fast as it hit the warm ground. 
With the area recording some record-breaking warm temperatures, people have been out and about – apparent-

ly in the parks. “I got a call telling me that the city park’s trash was overÁowing. Who thinks of that in the winter?” 
he said.
The storm also brought Arnold School’s its Àrst ofÀcial “snow day” on Thursday, followed by a late start on Fri-

day. With some snow on the ground, local Àre departments breathed a sigh of relief for a few days at least. This 
week’s forecast calls for warm weather to return.
- Debbie Connelly photo

Snow Finally Arrives

til March 2 to file with the 

Custer County Clerk’s of-

fice. The three open posi-

tions will be decided on in 

the General Election, but 

if  more than six register 

to run, the field of  can-

didates will be narrowed 

down in the Primary Elec-

tion.

Charles Blowers filed for 

re-election on the Custer 

County Board of  Super-

visors, District 5, by the 

incumbent deadline.

There will be three open 

positions on the Arnold 

Village Board. Incum-

bents have until July 15 

to file and all others have 

until August 3.

Custer County Spelling Bee qualiÀers: (front, l-r) Charlea Fletcher (local champion), Brody Blowers, Kowen 
Dalrymple, Beckett Preston, and Ruby Hagler; (back) Jewel Witthuhn, Sophia Cool, Scout Evans, Makenna Wein-

man, Addison Dalrymple, Isaac Jarmin, Dagen Fletcher.

Local Spell-Off  Decides Who Will 

Compete at County Bee

By: Sophia Gronseth,

APS Sophomore 

ARNOLD:   After a gru-

eling 13-round spell off, 

Charlea Fletcher, 4th 

grader was crowned this 

year’s Arnold Spelling 

champion.

Charlea had the opportu-

nity to win in round 10 vs.  

Makenna Weinman.  Mak-

enna could have won it in 

round 11.  They both could 

have won in round 12 but 

both missed their words.  

Then round 13 decided it 

with Charlea spelling the 

word “delphine.”

The 17th Annual Arnold 

Spelling Bee was held 

Tuesday, February 17th 

with 22 participants in  

4th-8th grade.  

The first round of  the lo-

cal spelling bee is a prac-

tice round, where all par-

ticipants come to the front 

to announce their name 

for the audience, get used 

to the microphone, and 

get comfortable with the 

routine (say it, spell it, say 

it) of  spelling their name. 

By round four we were 

down to eight students 

competing as the words 

quickly escalated in diffi-

culty.  We lost three more 

in round five.

In second place was Mak-

See Spell-Off,

Page 2.


