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Village Board Approves Two
Projects at Regular Meeting

The basketball court on North CarroII Street will soon be converted
into a pickleball court - one of the fastest growing sports in the U.S.
Village Board members voted to authorize $2,000.00 towards the
project at their regular meeting held in April.

During the regular Village
Board meeting held on April
11, Irv Jennings, representing
Arnold Rotary, discussed the
proposed project of an inter-
mittent fence around the recy-
cling trailer and dumpsters on
West Washington Avenue.
Board member Brent Kulp ac-
companied Tory Edwards on
the trash truck and said that
the fence would not cause any
problems.

Irv said that he has concerns
about the strength of an inter-
mittent fence and would rather
go with a continuous fence,
which would be one foot from
the ground to allow for snow to
blow underneath it. He was
looking for approval from the
Board to proceed with the proj-
ect and that he would bring
specifics to the Board as the
project progresses. Board mem-
bers voted to approve the proj-
ect, and gave Rotary
authorization to proceed.
Discussion on Power Qutage

Village Superintendent Doug
DeLaune contacted Rich Ey-
mann, Electrical Distribution O
& M Specialist with NMPP En-
ergy, about the power outage
on Sunday, April 10. Eymann

spoke with Custer Public Power
District and there were trans-
mission issues. Discussion was
held on automated generators
that would provide power to
the entire town.

Pickleball Courts

Jimi Cole and Pam Long were
at the meeting to discuss con-
verting the tennis courts to
pickleball courts. Pickleball is a
paddle sport created for all ages
and skill levels and is the fastest
growing sport in the U.S. Cole
said they originally hoped to
get permission to convert the
tennis courts at Old Mill Park,
but the concrete needs a lot of
work. The concrete at the bas-
ketball court located at 100
Block of West Jefferson is in
better shape. She presented
quotes on materials to convert
the basketball court to a pickle-
ball court and stated that she
and Long will donate their time
to paint the court.

Board members voted to au-
thorize up to $2,000.00 from
the Edna B. Peterson fund for
the conversion.

CDBG Awarded/Steering
Committee Formed

The Village has received a let-
ter from the Department of
Economic Development giving

notice of release of funds in the
amount of $37,500.00. The
CDBG award funds can now be
contracted as of March 24,
2022.

Cheryl Carson said the grant
would be used for an updated
comprehensive plan, zoning or-
dinances, and a comprehensive
housing study. The next step is
to put a steering committee to-
gether to begin the process and
to send a request for proposals
for a planning consultant. The
following have agreed to be on
the steering committee: Glen
Bowers, Chairman of the Vil-
lage Board; Doug DeLaune,
Zoning Administrator; Mike
Harvey, Planning Commission
Member; Gary Larreau, Plan-
ning Commission Member, and
Cheryl Carson, Economic De-
velopment Director.

The individuals are currently
working with the comprehen-
sive plan, have knowledge of
building codes, zoning and
working with ordinances. The
steering committee will be re-
sponsible for working directly
with CNEDD, the Village Board,
Planning Commission and the
planning consultant to help up-
date the Comprehensive Plan
and Zoning Ordinances, as well
as conducting a comprehensive
Housing Study. Board mem-
bers voted to appoint the indi-
viduals to the committee.

Consideration of the Request
for Proposals for professional
service to update the plans, as
well as conducting a compre-
hensive Housing Study will be
on the May 9 agenda.

WAPA Proposing Increases

The clerk reported that West-
ern Area Power Administration
(WAPA) is proposing a 18.1 per-
cent increase in the firm de-
mand rate and a 15.1 percent
increase in the firm energy
rate. The new rates would be in
effect from January 1, 2023,
through December 31, 2027.
The annual impact to Arnold
with the new rates would be ap-
proximately $23,700.00. In ad-
dition, Municipal Energy
Agency of Nebraska (MEAN)
Board of Directors approved a 6
percent increase in MEAN’s en-
ergy rate and a 2 percent in-
crease in the wind energy rate
for energy sales from MEAN’S
wind-generation resources.
There will be a 2 percent reduc-
tion in the overall fixed cost re-
covery charge allocation to
participants. The annual im-
pact to Arnold will be approxi-
mately $3,900.00.

month.
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Residents are reminded that time is running out to get
your name on the list to have your property cleaned up on
Community Clean-up Day, when volunteers from the
school, Rotary, Legion, and the village will be available to
help. Please call Patty at the village office to sign up and for
more information. A roll-off container has been placed
near the city shop to use free of charge throughout the

School Hires New
Industrial Tech Teacher

At their regular meeting held
on April 12, the Arnold School
Board accepted the resignation
of Bryce Kennedy as the indus-
trial tech teacher. Members
then voted to hire Pat Recoy to
take his place.

In other action items, board
members approved the sale of
a piece of school property
measuring 15°x145’ to Bryce
Nansel.

Superintendent Morgan re-
ported that the walk-in cooler
and a milling machine were
sold on Big Iron for a total of
$6,160.00. In discussion of the
South Loup Co-Op, he reported
that Heath Birkel has been
hired as the new activities di-
rector for next year. The co-op
board is also looking to fill
some coaching positions for

next year.

The fence project has been
completed at the track and
work will begin on the fence
project at the elementary play-
ground this week.

The Arnold School Founda-
tion has decided to make a do-
nation towards a piece of
equipment called Climb & Dis-
cover for the preschool.

In other business, the Board:

« Approved the purchase of a
milk cooler in the lunch room.

- Agreed to a consortium with
ESU Title I.

+ Declared a kiln in the art
room as surplus after purchas-
ing a new one.

«  Transferred $10,000.00
from the general fund to the ac-
tivity fund.

Prom Set For
This Saturday

Some 100 students from
Arnold and Callaway will put
on their finest for the 2022
Prom this Saturday, April 23, at
Callaway’s high school. Dia-
monds & Gold is this year’s
theme.

The Grand March will begin

at 7:00 p.m. Friends and family
are welcome to watch the
March that will go from the
east office doors to the south el-
ementary doors.

A dinner and dance will fol-
low.

Nebraska Receives Grade
of A+ for Coronavirus
Pandemic Response

Receives top marks in Politico study,
mentioned in Wall Street Journal

American Legion Post 130
Sendlng Two to Boys State

The American Legion Post
#130 is pleased to announce
that Clay Witthuhn and Lance
Jones of Arnold were gener-
ously sponsored by American
Legion Post #130 and will join
nearly 225 other high school
juniors from across Nebraska
participating in the American
Legion Cornhusker Boys' State
Program, June 5-11, 2022, at
the University of Nebraska -
Lincoln downtown campus.
The annual citizenship pro-
gram, sponsored by the Ne-
braska American Legion, is
designed to provide youths
with a better understanding of
how city, county and state gov-
ernments operate.

American Legion Corn-
huskers Boys' State is set up as
a functional “51st state” and
each boy learns how govern-
ments subdivisions operate by
actually doing the job. Partici-
pants will campaign for offices,
hold offices, hold elections,
take part in band and chorus,
compete in athletics, and be in-
volved in other varied activities
as part of the citizenship train-
ing program.

Special lectures and addresses
will be delivered by experi-
enced public officials and pro-
fessional leaders throughout
Nebraska. Invitations have
been sent to the Governor and

Boys Stater Clay Witthuhn

Secretary of State offices for
special appearances at this
year's program. National ac-
claimed motivational speakers
are also scheduled at address
the entire group.

Since its inception 1919, The
American Legion has been a
key advocate for veterans' ben-
efits, patriotic American val-
ues, instilling values in young
people through numerous pro-
grams, and a strong nation de-
fense with focus on
quality-of-life issues for those
serving in today's armed forces.

Boys Stater Lance Jones

Clay Witthuhn is the son of
Michelene and Ken Witthuhn
and participants in: football,
wrestling, National Honor Soci-
ety, One Act, Quiz Bowl, and
Bible Study Youth Group.

Lance Jones is the son of
Suanne and Robert Jones and
participates in: football, basket-
ball, track, One Act, National
Honor Society, Quiz Bowl, Uni-
fied Bowling, 4-H, Methodist
Church - Bible Study, Commu-
nity Service, SORC, Alumni
banquet, and Operation Christ-
mas Child.

By Janet Larreau

Governor Pete Ricketts issued
a statement on April 13 follow-
ing news that the National Bu-
reau of Economic Research
(NBER) had graded Nebraska's
pandemic response as an A+.
Nebraska ranked second na-
tionally on the evaluation,
which the Wall Street Journal's
Editorial Board featured on
April 10.

“In Nebraska, we allowed peo-
ple to live a more normal life,
while working together to keep
people healthy,” said Gov. Rick-
etts. “We avoided mask man-
dates, vaccine passports, and
lockdowns, and instead trusted
the good sen of Nebraskans to
do the right thing. Our pan-
demic approach helped slow
the spread of the virus to pro-
tect hospitals. At the same time,
it provided students the oppor-
tunity for in-person learning,
gave businesses the freedom to
serve customers, and allowed
people to stay connected in our
communities.”

In December, Politico gave Ne-
braska the top marks in the na-
tion on its State Pandemic
Scorecard.

Politicos' scorecard pulled to-
gether what they know so far
about how states fared during
the pandemic, and how the
choices each made impacted its
residents, businesses and
schools. The scorecard grouped
available data for policy out-
comes into four categories -

health, economy, social well-
being and education - and gen-
erates scores in each area
between zero and 100.
According to Politico's report,
if every category were given
equal weight - which assumes
each priority was of equivalent
importance, a policy choice in
itself - the top scorer overall
would be Nebraska, with an av-
erage of 73 out of 100, despite
scoring below the national av-
erage in the social well-being
category (food insecurity,
households’ economic hard-
ship and violent crime). Ne-
braska scored a 56/100 in
Health, 90/100 in Economy,
49/100 in Social, 95/100 in Ed-
ucation, for an average of 73.
In their editorial, the Wall
Street Journal's Editorial Board
mentioned Nebraska's 2nd
place NBER ranking (behind
Utah), and said the paper re-
leased by the NBER is “the
most comprehensive compara-
tive study we've seen to
date...and it deserves wide at-
tention... The NBER working
paper presents the data
straight without policy conclu-
sions, but here's one of ours:
The severe lockdown states suf-
fered much more on overall so-
cial well-being in return for
relatively little comparative
benefit on health.” In conclu-
sion the editorial board wrote,
“Let's hope we absorb the les-
sons of these state outcomes for
how to respond to the next pan-
demic - and there will be a next

£

one.



